
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION V 

Date: A p r i l 27, 1992 

S u b j e c t : 

From: 

EPA C o n t r a c t No, 68-W8-0079: Request t o Pursue Work 
Selmer Company, N o r t h American P h i l i p s Corp. and M a c m i l l a n , 

P r o j e c t O f f i c e r 
Ken T h e i s o n 
On-Scene C o o r d i n a t o r 

To: James W i l l i s 
C o n t r a c t i n g O f f i c e r 

Background WW E n g i n e e r i n g & S c i e n c e has r e q u e s t e d a p p r o v a l 
t o "perform s o i l and ground water i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ' 1 f o r t h e 
af o r e m e n t i o n e d companies t o deter m i n e t h e n a t u r e and t h e 
e x t e n t of c o n t a m i n a t i o n a t t h e s i t e . I n May and June, 1985, 
e l e v a t e d l e v e l s o f "TCE 1 1 were found i n r e s i d e n t i a l w e l l s . 
I n r e s p o n s e t o t h e f i n d i n g , EPA t o o k a number o f a c t i o n s 
under t h e Emergency Response p r o v i s i o n s of CERCLA i n c l u d i n g 
ground water s a m p l i n g , c o n d u c t i n g a h y d r o l o g i c assessment 
and a g r o u n d - p e n e t r a t i n g r a d a r s u r v e y , implementing an 
emergency a c t i o n p l a n f o r t h e a r e a , p r o v i d i n g f i l t e r s and 
c o n s t r u c t i n g p u b l i c water mains f o r p r o p e r t i e s i n t h e p a t h 
o f t h e contaminated ground water plume f o r a c o s t of 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y $569,000. 

On J u l y 31, 1989, t h e Department o f J u s t i c e brought a c i v i l 
a c t i o n a g a i n s t p l a i n t i f f s r e q u i r i n g them t o , among o t h e r 
a c t i o n s , " determine t h e n a t u r e and e x t e n t o f c o n t a m i n a t i o n 
emanating from t h e Selmer f a c i l i t y . . . " I t i s my 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h e p l a i n t i f f s p l a n t o s i g n a Consent 
Decree i n t h e near f u t u r e and are i n t h e p r o c e s s o f g e t t i n g 
a c o n t r a c t o r on board t o do t h e s t u d y . 

Recommendation The P r o j e c t O f f i c e r spoke w i t h C a r l Malsom, 
Program Manager f o r WWES, t h i s d a t e , and he c o n f i r m e d t h a t 
WWES had never worked f o r any o f t h e above r e f e r e n c e d 
companies. The On-Scene C o o r d i n a t o r c o n f i r m e d t h a t s i n c e 
w o r k i n g on t h i s s i t e b e g i n n i n g i n 1985, he has no knowledge 
t h a t WWES ever worked f o r t h e p l a i n t i f f s . T h i s s i t e i s not 
on t h e N a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e s L i s t so t h e r e i s a v e r y good 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h i s s i t e w i l l n o t be i d e n t i f i e d f o r 
r e m e d i a l a c t i o n and r e q u i r e t h e s e r v i c e s o f an ARCS 
c o n t r a c t o r . ' I n c o n c l u s i o n , we recommend t h a t WWES' r e q u e s t 
t o pursue t h i s work be approved. I f you have any q u e s t i o n s , 
p l e a s e c o n t a c t P a t Vogtman a t 886-9553 o r Ken T h e i s e n a t 
886-1959. 


